The 8th Continent
is the start of
an exciting
new series
A fast-paced book combining action, adventure, and an important environmental message,
The 8th Continent is perfect for use in a 4th-6th grade classroom, to recommend to reluctant readers, and
to read for fun.

What is The 8th Continent about?

In a future where the world is ruled by an inflexible corporation and garbage threatens to overtake the planet,
siblings Rick and Evie Lane go on a quest to save part of the planet. Their dad is a talented scientist who has
invented a hovercraft made from a gigantic tree and their family’s personal robot. He’s always getting in
trouble because he wants to rescue birds from their toxic, garbage destroyed environments, but that’s against
one of the thousands of rules being enforced by Winterpole, the policing oganization. When Rick and Evie find
out that he once created the “Eden Compound”, a formula that can turn trash into organic matter, they decide
to find the long-lost formula and use it to turn the floating island of garbage in the Pacific into an 8th
continent. There they will be free of garbage and Winterpole. What they don’t know is that the evil
mastermind behind everything is one of their classmates, Vesuvia.

Who are the main characters?

Evie and Rick Lane are on a mission, which has them running from the authorities, diving under the sea, and
hovercrafting around the world. The 8th Continent is filled with inventive technology, cliffhangers, as well as
Vesuvia, a middle school “mean girl” who’s behind everything evil.

What comes after book 1?

While the first book is all about discovering the compound and creating the 8th continent, future books in
the series will show how the Lanes figure out how to run their new island country, while continuing to battle
Vesuvia and the evil corporations. It’s an epic adventure pitting good vs. bad

Who should I recommend this series to?

The series is funny and just right for boys and girls who love action and adventure. Teachers and librarians
will find a broad audience for this series. There will be regular releases of installments every 4 months so
readers won’t have to wait too long to find out what happens next and can stick with the series. The exciting
storyline and cliffhanger chapters mean it will have a high appeal for reluctant readers. In the classroom,
educators can create activities incorporating math, science, and language arts relating to the story.
An integrated website www.the8thcontinent.com will be available for more information, connections,
and an interactive classroom-friendly game.
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Activities for Educators

There are lots of ways to incorporate The 8th Continent across the curriculum.
Here are some suggestions, discussion questions, and activities.

Math

• If you bring a reusable water bottle instead of using a plastic bottle every day, how many bottles would
you prevent from entering a landfill/needing recycling? What if everyone in your class did? How
about the whole school?
• Trash math! Weigh the amount of trash your classroom creates in a day or a week. Estimate how
many pounds of trash your school creates.

Language Arts

• Creative writing and problem solving: If you could invent something to reduce/eliminate trash,
what would it be?
• Write a story from the point of view of one of the birds the Lanes rescue.
• Research the 1992 rubber duck incident (a container of rubber ducks went overboard in the Pacific
Ocean). Draw a map showing where the ducks ended up, either on the computer or on poster board.

Science

• Learn about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. Find out how big it is and make a map showing how much
of your town/state would be covered by it.
• Ocean currents play an important part in creating the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. Make a map of
the currents. Create a gyre or vortex in a sink or bowl. Sprinkle bits of garbage in it and see what happens.
• Create a before/after diorama showing one of the habitats the Lanes visited.
• Acid rain is caused by pollution and is harmful to the ecosystem. Try this experiment to see it in action.
Compare the health and growth of three seedlings by watering one with fresh water, one with water
and a little vinegar (the acidic element) and one with water and more vinegar. After a week how do
the plants look? What happened to them?
• Learn about your local waterways. If you dropped an object into a storm drain or river near you,
where would it end up?
• Oil spills in the ocean are hazardous to marine life. Try cleaning up your own oil spill to find out how
difficult it is. Pour vegetable oil on top of a bowl of water and see if you can clean up the spill before it
reaches the edge (land.) Try using cotton, cloth, cardboard. What works best? How effective is it?

Art

Talk to your students about “found objects” Have each student:
• Create a sculpture and/or collage from found objects.
• Make a recycle promotional poster.
• The Lanes’ hovercraft is made from a gigantic tree. Imagine and draw your own vehicle made from a
plant or tree.

Community Action

• Who are real life environmental heroes? Create a display showcasing individuals who have made a
difference and information about them.
• Rain gardens remove pollutants, replenish groundwater, and provide a native habitat. Talk to the
master gardeners in your community about planting a rain garden at your school.
• Watch the short documentary Plastic Paradise and visit the Plastic Paradise website (plasticparadisemovie.com).
• If your school does not already have cafeteria recycling campaign, to get a program in place
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pop-quiz
Uh-oh! 2-Tor’s circuits are overloading!
Can you answer the questions correcly before it’s too late?
Place the circled letters in the spaces at the end to reveal
a special message from 2-Tor, Evie, and Rick.
1.

How many continents are there really? _ _ _ _ _

2.

What is the name of the force that makes things fall to the ground when dropped? _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3.

What do bats use to find food at night? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

4.

What is the largest tropical rainforest in the world? _ _ _ _ _ _

5.

The human tongue has 3,000-10,000 what on it? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

6.

What do red blood cells carry around the body? _ _ _ _ _ _

7.

When molten magma erupts out of a volcano, what is it called? _ _ _ _

8.

Which planet is so big it could hold over 1000 Earths? _ _ _ _ _ _ _

9.

Which continent has no mammals living on it? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

10.

What are the tallest trees in the world? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

11.

What is the real name for a shooting star? _ _ _ _ _ _

12.

What is the name of the process where plants convert light into energy? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

13.

On which continent can you find the Himalayan mountains? _ _ _ _

14.

The largest mammal lives in the ocean. What is it? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

15.

Why will you never see a living dodo or passenger pigeon bird? They are _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Answer:

__ _____!

Pop Quiz Answer Key: 1. Seven 2. Gravity 3. Echolocation 4. Amazon 5. Taste buds 6. Oxygen 7. Lava 8. Jupiter 9. Antarctica 10. Redwoods
11. Meteor 12. Photosynthesis 13. Asia 14. Blue whale 15. Extinct Final message: Go green!
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Discussion Questions
• Rick and Evie live in a world with fantastic inventions. If you could have one of the inventions of their world,
what would it be and why?
• Why doesn’t Dr. Grant want to finish the formula to the Eden compound?
• Talk as a group why you think Winterpole gained so much power? Why do you think no one ever stopped them before?
• At the beginning of the story Rick is a rule-follower who worries about his dad getting in trouble.
How does he change and why?
• Evie’s mom doesn’t participate in their bird rescues or support their adventures. Why not? What changes?
• Rick and Evie face a lot of challenges together on their adventure. How does it change their relationship?
• How do you think Rick felt when he found out his father was “born in trash”? What effect did that have on Mr. Lane’s life?
• Why do people listen to Vesuvia? Why doesn’t she get along with Lanes?
• At the end of the story, Diana is the one to rescue Vesuvia. How do you think she’ll treat Vesuvia? What would
you do in Diana’s place?
• Evie and Rick show a lot of courage. What do you think was their biggest challenge? What challenges do you
think they will have after the Eden Compound works?
• Once the 8th continent is built, how can they keep the continent healthy and pristine?
• The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a real place in the Pacific Ocean. While the Eden Compound can’t transform it,
what ideas do you have for how to fix this environmental problem?

Get Involved!
Little changes every day add up to big changes when we all commit to doing them. Here are some ideas for you,
your family, or your class to try to do.
Reduce-use fewer resources!
• Make supplies last longer-don’t take more of something than you need at a time. For example,
how many napkins do you need to take?
• Turn the water off when brushing your teeth.
• Turn electrical things off when not in use.
Reuse-Try not to use disposable one-time use items. For example, instead of a disposable lunch bag use a reusable
one. Reuse also means to find new uses for old things. Those old jeans? Try making them into something new, or
passing them on to someone who would like them.
Recycle-Make sure you know which things in your community can be recycled and how to do so. See if you can
visit your local recycling plant to see where the recycling actually goes!
Composting is a great way to reduce garbage. Talk to your students about starting a compost pile or bin at the school.
Organize a playground cleanup outing with fellow teachers and students. Don’t forget gloves!
•

Bring a reusable water bottle to school and use water fountains rather than buying water in plastic bottles.
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